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North Commuter Parkway Opening – Communications Strategy Summary 

At its meeting on August 27, 2018, City Council requested the following: 

“8.  That the Administration report to the Northeast Swale Watchers 
working group regarding what is being done for education and what types 
of signage is being considered including what opportunities for 
collaboration there will be with the Meewasin Valley Authority prior to the 
opening of the roadway with a follow-up report presented to the 
appropriate Standing Policy Committee.” 

This document summarizes the communication initiatives that occurred ahead of the North 
Commuter Parkway opening to ensure there was appropriate awareness of the importance 
of the Northeast Swale (Swale), and of the work that has been done to ensure appropriate 
development in and around the Swale.  These initiatives were discussed at the Northeast 
Swale Working Group (Swale Working Group) meeting on September 4, 2018.  A summary 
of these initiatives was also provided to the Swale Watchers ahead of the North Commuter 
Parkway opening. 
 

October 2 – NCP Bridge Opening Event 

Media packages will include background on the Northeast Swale and the conservation 
considerations that were included in the design (see pages 3 to 5). 

 

Social Media Posts 

Starting October 2, 2018, six social media posts (one every other day) on City of 
Saskatoon (City) media sites (Twitter/Facebook) were made to educate the public on the 
opening of the North Commuter Parkway, the speed limits, and the conservation of the 
Northeast Swale. 
 
City of Saskatoon Website  
Additional Northeast Swale information was added to the North Commuter Parkway project 
page (www.saskatoon.ca/bridging), and a new Northeast Swale specific page was created 
(http://saskatoon.ca/swale). 
 

Welcome to the Northeast Swale Signage 

Four additional “Welcome to the Northeast Swale” signs were installed at major entrance 
points to the Swale - two along McOrmond Drive (one at each side of the Northeast Swale), 
one at the corner of Agra Road and Central Avenue, and one along Fedoruk Road, near the 
Southwest corner of Aspen Ridge. 
 

Electronic Message Boards 

Temporary variable electronic message boards were placed alongside McOrmond 
Drive near the entrances to the Northeast Swale displaying a message about wildlife and 
obeying the speed limit. 

  

http://saskatoon.ca/swale
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Roadway Speed Map 

A map was created showing the changes in the speed limit along McOrmond 
Drive, Central Avenue, and the North Commuter Parkway (see page 5). It was included in 
media packages for North Commuter Parkway opening and is posted on the City of 
Saskatoon webpage. 
 

Speed Enforcement 

The Saskatoon Police Service (Police Service) was made aware of the opening date of the 
North Commuter Parkway and did do speed enforcement from the beginning of the North 
Commuter Parkway opening.  The Transportation and Construction Department 
(Transportation) was monitoring traffic as well.  If speed is identified as an issue, the Police 
Service and Transportation will work together to address it. 
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Resources 
• Northeast Swale Development Guidelines (2012) were developed with various stakeholders, 

including the Meewasin Valley Authority (Meewasin), and are intended to ensure minimal impact 

to the Swale from adjacent development, roads and infrastructure. 

• The Northeast Swale Resource Management Plan (2013) is a description of management 

techniques appropriate to a natural area, including prescribed burning and grazing to manage 

invasive species and to protect and enhance biodiversity. 

• The Meewasin Northeast Swale Master Plan (2015) is a strategy to conserve biodiversity, 

accommodate educational programming, interpret cultural and natural history, and support 

passive recreation activities.  The Master Plan refers to the portion of the Swale within 

Saskatoon city limits, which is approximately 5 kilometres long covering 300 hectares. 

How You Can Help 

Conserving the Swale cannot be done without our community.  When in the Swale, please: 

 Take photographs of this beautiful area; 

• Enjoy watching for interesting wildlife; 

• Bike on developed pathways or walk around the area; and 

• Consider planting native species on your property and use dark sky lighting if you live in the 
area. 

 

Please don’t: 

• Dump waste or garbage; 

• Bring your dogs (no dogs in the Ecological Core); 

• Use motorized vehicles; and 

• Pick plants. 

 

More Information 

For more information on the Swale, please visit meewasin.com or 

contact the Meewasin at 306-665-6887.  

https://www.saskatoon.ca/sites/default/files/documents/community-services/planning-development/future-growth/sector-planning/2012northeastswaledevelopmentguidelines.pdf
https://meewasin.com/assets/upload/resources/NEswaleRMP-FEB272013.pdf
https://meewasin.com/visitors/meewasin-swale/meewasin-swale-master-plan
https://meewasin.com/
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