% PROCESS

General Name Request

Su

Submit Application Form to Planning and
Branch to request that a name be

added to the Names Master Ust.

Screening
Naming Mvisofy Cammiltes reviews naming
requast in with CouncH g

Recommendations

Naming Advisory Committee recommends to City
Council the suppoit or non-support for adding the
name 1o the Names Master List,

Approval
City Councll approves or rejects adding names to the
Names Master List.

Requests
Requests to assign a name from the Names Master
List ara madle to Planning and Development Branch
by Developers, Land franch, or other Civic

. .

Selaction

Requests to assign a name from the Names Master
List are forwarded to the Mayor's Office who sefects
A name from the Names Master List,

Ne= # -
Cuundlﬂwappmormtmppottlnrmnmlm
request,

Approval

Clity Coundll approves or rejects naming request.
Notiflcation

The Mayor notifies apphicant and affected others of
City Coundl's declsion.

Re-Naming Request

Conault

The applicant is required to consult property owriers
propased re-naming, Please contact
the Ptanning and Develop Branch to dete

the consultation requirements.

Suggestion

Subrnlt Application Form to Planning and
Branch to re-nare 3 spacific

mnnp:l!y-owned property. Include written

comments from affected property owners.

Comments

lemng and Dewlopumt Branch contacts :l

pmpenywners.m: !.nglh‘ur.ommmhand
estimate costs.

Scraaning
Naming Advisory Committee reviews re-naming
request In sccordance with Councit guidefines.
Recommendations

ing Advisory Committee ds to
City Councll the support or non-suppaort for the
le-namlng requast.
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ATTACHMENT 6

Original Submission - Truth and Reconciliation Commission Bridge Renaming

APPLICATION FORM
To Name Streets, Parks & Civic Properties

. Please complate the hed applicati fnrmh:lnmmmesubmhlmumdruquntsfwmnlng:
a street, park, or other dvic properties.

Fame_uth Ellatt
s, 318 Qudl] Croscent
Clty/Tow; So.skod-aon

Phone: 306'9'78—_29‘-{-5 it el ioTHe B Psd.sl(
. DNmNmﬁlhmlshn whgm

Requested Name(s) {please print)
Truth and Reconciliabion (TRC) Bridge

) parkc [ Municlpal Faciity
(] Neighbourhood e [Jany of the Above
(] Svburban Development recas Bndge
I this ls a request for renaming an existing & pleass k the nams:

Traffic Bridge

PLEASE INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING IN AS PART OF YOUR APPLIC ATION
(indicate which ltems are attached 1o the spplication form)

1, Badground Information {Resson for request)

2. Short Blography (Given néame, date of birth/death, place of bilirth, contributions,
awards, achievements, or other relevant information)
Dt you wish to speak to tha Naming Advscary Committea? Ev/ss Cwe

Pluuundﬂnmuphudn kcation forrvs to:
SI:lutnunNamthrMsoryCommlmo
PManning and Development Branch

222-3rd Mﬂuu Nanh
Saskatoan, 5K
57K Q)5




Ruth Elliott

318 Quill Crescent
Saskatoon, SK. S7K 4V4
April 12,2017

Dear Sir or Madame,

I am writing to request that the City of Saskatoon consider renaming the Traffic Bridge, the Truth
and Reconciliation Bridge (TRC Bridge).

I am a Teacher-Librarian in the Saskatoon Public School Division. Since January, I've been working
with Mrs. Maria Jones and her grade 7 students at Lawson Heights School. We learned about
Residential Schools and their impact upon First Nations and Metis families. As a group, we wanted
to implement a recommendation from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission's Final Report. One
of the recommendations is that cities in Canada erect statues to remember Residential Schools. I
believe that building a bridge named the TRC Bridge is even better than a statue. Our Director of
Education, Mr. Barry MacDougall, suggested this idea to me.

As I did some research in early Saskatchewan and Saskatoon history (in order to make a presentation
to the students), I realized that there is geographical and historical significance in the physical site of
the current Traffic Bridge. In this letter, I propose to present some First Nations' historical
perspective, some Dakota history (Whitecap Reserve), some early history of Saskatoon, and concepts
on the importance of the first Traffic Bridge.

First Nations people lived in and around the Saskatoon area 6000 years ago. In 1977, Charles
Gowen, was operating his grader at the Saskatoon landfill. After he had scraped down a metre, he
noticed that the soil looked different. The city called in Ernie Walker (a University graduate student
at the time) who set up a dig. He discovered a small camp site with remnants of bone and stone tools,
rocks cracked by fire and bison bones. Carbon dating revealed that this camp existed 6000 years ago.
The truth is that we (I'm speaking of myself as a white person whose ancestors came from Europe)
are newcomers to this land. Canada is far more than 150 years old. First Nations people lived and
thrived here on the Plains. They practiced "nose to tail" cuisine years before it became popular, They
always ate and "shopped" locally as they gathered and used whatever they could find. Cree people
from the Fort Carleton area stopped at the present site of the Traffic Bridge to cut willow branches to
make arrows before they went out hunting buffalo. Unfortunately their main source of food, the
buffalo, began to disappear because of drought, overhunting by Europeans and scttlers moving in.
First Nations people signed treaties in good faith while we took their land and their livelihood.
Saskatoon sits on Treaty Six land.

Another group of First Nations people who live in the Saskatoon area are the Dakota people who live
on the Whitecap Reserve. Dakota people valued the creation and maintenance of alliances. These
alliances encouraged trade and collaboration. The Dakota were primarily American Indians although
they did roam across the plains up into Canada following the buffalo over many centuries of time. In
1812, when the British and Americans were at war, the Dakotia joined the British side of the battle.
Afier the war, the Dakota people were given British flags and King George I1I War of 1812 Indian

Peace Medals. They were told that if they ever needed to seek refuge in Canada, they would be
welcomed. In the 1860's, the Dakota people did move to Canada. At first, when they wished to sign



treaty, they were rebuffed. However, when they brought out the flags and medals, and asked for
some land so they could farm, the British remembered their promises.

{The Whitecap Dakota First Nation's War of 1312 Monument 'Spirit of Alliance" was unveiled in
2014 at Saskatoon River Landing.)

There are three Dakota reserves in Saskatchewan. Chief Whitecap was given land near Beaver
Creck. The reserve was called Moose Woods Reserve (later changed to Whitecap Reserve). Each
family was given 80 acres of land (In Treaty 6, each family received 640 acres of land.) Chief
Whitecap settled there around 1879. He continued the Dakota way of creating and maintaining
alliances. They had connections with the Metis at Round Prairie and at Batoche. I'll mention their
connection with Saskatoon next. However, continuing on with Whitecap history--although they had
an ¢lementary school on the reserve, many children were sent away to Residential Schools in Regina,
Duck Lake, Prince Albert, and Brandon, Manitoba, They experienced the abuses and loss of culture,
language, and identity just as other First Nations' people did because of Residential Schools.

Now we come to the early history of settlement in Saskatoon. After a Temperance Colony Society
was formed in Toronto in 1881, the colony was given a land grant on either side of the South
Saskatchewan River. The land stretched from White Cap Reserve in the south to Clark's Crossing in
the north, In 1882, John Lake came to survey the land and decide where to establish a town. He
consulted with Chief Whitecap. The Chief suggested the site of the present Traffic Bridge because it
was in the middle of the land allotment and had low banks on either side of the river. This historic




event is commemorated by a statue of the two founding fathers at the bottom of the Traffic Bridge.

In 1883, the first settlers came to Saskatoon. A ferry operated in the months when the river was open.
Service was erratic (since the ferry operator held other jobs to make ends meet). While people waited
for the ferry, they socialized. In fact, the first wedding held in Saskatoon involved a bride and groom
who first met while waiting for the ferry. The ferry operated near the site of the present Traffic
Bridge.

Cooperation and commerce continued between Whitecap Reserve and the new community of
Saskatoon. The Dakota brought in hay for the livery stables and provided horses. In 1885, during the
Riel Resistance at Batoche, Chief Whitecap and some others from Whitecap were planned to travel
through Saskatoon on the Batoche Trail to Batoche. Some Saskatoon residents went out to talk with
them and ask them to go around Saskatoon and leave the settlers in peace. Chief Whitecap was
willing to do this. Later on Chief Whitecap was charged with being involved in the Riel Resistance.
Saskatoon citizens spoke up on his behalf and he was acquitted and freed.

In 1890, the railway came to Saskatoon. The first railway bridge crossed the river where the Sid
Buckwold Bridge is located now. The railway company decided to erect a water tower on the west
side of the river, Up until that point, the town had been built in the Nutana area. Once the water
tower was built, a train station was situated on the west side. Hotels, stores and warehouses were
built. Children who lived on the west side had a difficult time getting to schoo! on the Nutana side.
They had to walk across the train bridge, take the ferry, or walk across the ice in the winter time.
Both the west side and east side communities were called Saskatoon which confused the mail
service. The west side claimed the name of Saskatoon while the east side made up the name Nutana
(there was some bitterness about this). A third community of Riversdale was established on the other
side of the railway tracks. People who lived there wanted to avoid paying many taxes and had narrow
streets and smaller lots for their houses. (In Saskatoon today, there is still an east west divide which
began between 1890 and 1907.)

After Saskatchewan became a province in 1905, cities could apply for money for infrastructure. The
three communities of Saskatoon, Nutana, and Riversdale decided to join together to make the city of
Saskatoon, Nutana was only willing to do this if a traffic bridge was put up to join both sides of the
river, When the first Traffic Bridge was opened, it brought three communities together. It was a
joyous occasion when people and vehicles could use the bridge. School children sang a song at the
official ceremony on October 10, 1907.



This is the history of this geographical location in Saskatoon. Because of the community and
connections that have been established at this location, I respectfully request that this bridge be
renamed the Truth and Reconciliation (TRC) Bridge.

The grade 7 class and their teacher, Maria Jones, have written about Residential Schools in their
letters. Therefore I will not mention them except to say that I have a personal connection with the
evil done by these schools. My sister was married to a Dene man who attended Residential Schools.
He is an alcoholic who cannot get past the pain of that experience. Two years ago, he showed me a
photo of his grade two class at Residential School. He told me that everyone in the photo is either an
alcoholic or is dead now. I want the Truth to be told and for Reconciliation to take place.

Yours truly,
Ructhe 8208
Ruth Elliott

Teacher-Librarian
Lawson Heights and Sutherland School



Residential Schools

Residential schools were a terrible thing that unfortunately happened. We learn
about this every year in school, so it never happens again, This happened because
people thought they weren't civilized and had a different way of life that they were
wrong. The way they thought they could fix it was to steal First Nations kids or take
them from their homes. They were forced to go to a school that would cut off their
hair, abused them (sexually, mentally, physically, and did not feed them enough), they
would work long hours, couldn* speak their Native tongue, had to believe in god, died
from diseases and malnourishment.

When the First Nations signed the treaty they were promised an education.
They never thought their children were going to be taken away and they wouldn't see
them for months or in some cases years. Everything they promised either didn’t
happen or wasn't what they thought. As a result, the many survivors of the residential
schools started abusing drugs and alcohol to take away the pain of what the
residential schools did to them.

When they were done in the residential school or were old enough to not have to
g0 back, they didn't fit back into their communities because they normally don’
remember their Native tongue and forget their traditional ways. Learning this all back
takes time and sometimes they can'’t because their parents may not know English to
communicate with them, or their parents also went to residential schools and it is too
painful to speak English again.

At my school we are very multi-cultural, We have people from all over the world
and that speak different languages and different cultures. We can never forget that
this happened. We need to know that being the way you are is ok and I am trying to
help bye learning about this and respecting that we are no more or no less than
anyone clse,

By: Rhyanna Corrigan
Grade 7, Lawson Heights School
430 Redberry Road
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430 Redvery Rood
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you would name the new raffic bridge,

The TRC Bridge (Tuth and Reconciletion).
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Alex g. kumka
‘Grade 7 student
‘Lawson heights elementary school
430 red berry road
-'ff;éékatoon sk
S7k 5h6
[306]-683-7340

Dear sir/madam

| would like to ask you to name the traffic bridge the trc [truth and
reconciliation] bridge. because we made a treaty and said the fn [first
nations] kids would get a good education but they got residential
schools instead.so now we need to stand for the truth.

Another reason to call it the trc bridge is. Saskatoon was once split into
two with only a rail road track to connect them. Then they came
together in reconciliation.

The last reason we should call it trc bridge. Is we have to show future
generations not too do residential schools again. That’s why you should
call the traffic bridge trc bridge

Sincerely Alex
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Maria Jones

Grade 7 Teacher
Lawson Helghts School
430 Redberry Road
Saskatoon, SK

S7K S5H6

Dear Sir or Madam,

I have been an elementary school teacher for the past 20 years. | believe that a quality education
is not only the right of every child but the foundation for a happy life. This year | have had the
opportunity to delve deeper into defining “quality education”, My students and | have been
studying Indian Residential Schools. While this program did provide a building and teachers, this
system failed in educating the whole child. There was little attention paid to the physical, mental,
spirituval and emotional wellbeing of these children. In fact, one could argue that the educators
job was to “kill the Indian but keep the child”,

| have presented the facts of Indian Residential Schools to my students. We have called this
learning the TRUTH. My students now understand the deep impact that the isolation and
assimilation of First Nation’s children had on thelr families. They know that many systemic
problems originated during this time. They now have the knowledge necessary to speak up for
those whose lives were adversely affected through Indian Residential Schools.

The next step is RECONCILIATION. My students and | feel that making others aware of the Indian
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement will lead to repalring these broken relationships. As
part of our learning, we have studied the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) document.
We feel that having a public space named after the TRC will be integral in continuing the
discussion of Indian Residential Schools.

This is why our class Is asking that you consider naming the Traffic Bridge the TRC (Truth and
Reconciliation) Bridge. As we are building the new bridge, we can continue to build and
strengthen relationships between survivors, families and communities.

Thank you for considering our request.
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Arthur white:

Grade 7 student:
Lawson heights school:
430 red berry road:
Saskatoon SK

S7K 5HE

306-683-7340

Dear sir/madam,

| am a first nation student and my grandparents lived on a reserve. They were affected by residential
school. When | was 6 | was taken away for my mom and dad because my dad was drinking.

My mom and dad are both first nations. Because | am living safe house, 1 have lost my language and
culture. My brothers Austin and Anthony have also lost their language and culture | rarely see
my parents. Well | blame residential schools for the damage to my family

It would mean a lot to me if the bridge was renamed the truth and reconciliation bridge.
This would recognize the truth of my family and what happen to us. | hope for peace and reconciliation.

Arthur White:

APShwr whitre o
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Viewpoint: Rename the Traffic Bridge as the Truth and Reconciliation Bridge | Page 2 of 4

The following in the viewpoint of Leon Th ompson, an
intergenerational residential school survi vor, president of
the Aboriginal Law Students Association, and nehiyvaw
(Cree)law student at the University of Saskatchewan.,

The Traffic Bridge has stood over the waters of the South Saskatchewan since
1807. Before it was torn down, it started on the west side of the riverbank at River
Landing.

At the traffic circle there, a statue of Chief Whitecap and John Lake depicts them faking

in the view of the South Saskatchewan River valley along the Meewasin. The bridge was
connected on the other side of the river to a street named afier the monarch under

whose name Treaty 6 was signed.

Today, between these two major components that helped to shape Saskatoon's history a
lone span of the bridge remains, coming from nowhere and going nowhere. Its rusted
body is perched upon weathered supports that are beaten back by time. This, | think,
represents the relationship that Canada, until recently, has had with its Indigenous
peoples.

City Councillor Darren Hill has suggested that the new north commuter bridge be named
the in honour of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action and, in
particular, No. 79 of the recommendations. He wants to name the bridge so that
Saskatoon can, “Participate in a strategy to commemorate Aboriginal peoples’ history
and contributions to Canada.” This is not an ill-advised idea; there is nothing but genuine
interest in responding to the calls to action and | thank Hill for pushing this into the

spotlight.

i Truth and Reconciliation are worthy goals, but to reach reconciliation we first must have
truth.

Itis not simply the truth that our elders had to tell — of the stories of sadistic suffering.
What holds us back are the uncomfortable truths that we need to acknowledge. These
are truths such as the fact that we are on stolen land, with bargain made and received
being vastly different. Truths such as our understanding that the criminal justice system

disproportionately affects Indigenous peoples, where a change in policy that could keep

4/12/2017
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young persons out of jail remains absent. Truths, like the fact that Indigenous people
have been here the whole time.

When | am away from homé and think of Saskatoon with only my memory to guide me, |
see angular iron spans over slowly rippling waters. The former Traffic Bridge has become
a de facto symbol of our home, so much so that we seek to replace it with a familiar look
and a few modern additions.

The city has made a plan to make it work and our home will soon look more like |
remember it, but renewed. That is why, rather than name the north commuter bridge, |
would instead recommend renaming the replacement Traffic Bridge as the Truth and
Reconciliation Bridge.

The bridge itseif could be made into a teaching tool. It is ideally located, in that it will
receive a fairly high pedestrian interaction from its placement at River Landing. Signs
upon, under and around the bridge could discuss varying aspects of Indigenous history
and contemporary issues.

Our histories are not simply replete with sorrow and despair; we are peoples with a rich
and vibrant complexity of societies, cuiture and world view, of hunting, fishing and
gathering practices, along with unique sports, ceremony and art. The knowledge exists. It
resides with the traditional knowledge keepers who have earned the right to hold our
history. It is accessible, if customary protocol is observed.

This does not require a grand redesign, merely signage. This could be the way that we
go forward by acknowledging truth, in order to get to reconciliation.

The simple act of naming the bridge will not change hearts and educate minds. It will not
heal the schisms we have in our respective communities. Naming something does not
bring about reconciliation. What does is being exposed to the truth.

i i idge-as-the- -and-r... 4/12/2017
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