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Comments:
Please see our letter, attached.
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May 4, 2025
To: Standing Policy Committee on Planning, Development, & Community Services,

We are writing to urge the City of Saskatoon to adopt the National Building Code’s Tier 2
standards for energy use efficiency in 2025 and Tier 3 in 2026.

Residential homes account for around 25% of greenhouse gas emissions in Saskatoon (1).
Compared to Tier 1, Tier 3 would reduce the energy use of new builds by 20% (2). Adopting
Tier 2 standards in 2025 and Tier 3 in 2026 would support Saskatoon’s commitment to
emissions reductions and climate resilience as outlined in the Low Emissions Community Plan
and 2022-2025 Strategic Plan.

As advocates for nature, we know that climate change is already desynchronizing ecological
relationships, causing the collapse of wildlife populations (including pollinators), and threatening
our life-support system. Adopting standards that reduce our emissions is a necessary response
to this crisis.

Cities like Vancouver and Toronto have already adopted more efficient building standards and
have meaningfully reduced their carbon emissions (4, 5). Saskatoon has the opportunity to learn
from these successes and adapt them to our local context. A 2021 Abacus Data poll showed
that 62% of residents in Saskatchewan support or strongly support changing building codes so
that new buildings are more efficient (6). These figures give a clear mandate for action to the
City of Saskatoon.

Tier 2 & 3 building codes are not simply an upgrade—they are an investment in Saskatoon’s
future. By adopting these standards, the city will be taking a bold, proactive step to mitigate the
effects of climate change while prioritizing affordability, public health, and livability for its
residents. The climate crisis demands decisive action, and now is the time for Saskatoon to rise
to this challenge. Later is too late.

We appreciate the ongoing efforts of Mayor Block and City Council to explore innovative
solutions to support our community’s wellbeing. We are confident that adopting Tier 2 building
code standards in 2025 and Tier 3 in 2026 will be a milestone in Saskatoon’s journey toward
sustainability, affordability, and livability.

Sincerely,

Candace Savage, Joanne Blythe and Andrea Carroll
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