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Janzen, Heather

From: City Council
Subject: FW: Email - Request to Speak - Joanne Blythe - Saskatoon Freeway Planning Study – Phase 2 

Endorsement Request – May 2024 Update - CK 6003-1
Attachments: Wild About Letter May 25.pdf; Naming Convention.docx

From: Web NoReply <web‐noreply@Saskatoon.ca>  
Sent: Monday, May 27, 2024 3:49 PM 
To: City Council <City.Council@Saskatoon.ca> 
Subject: Email ‐ Request to Speak ‐ Joanne Blythe ‐ Saskatoon Freeway Planning Study – Phase 2 Endorsement Request – 
May 2024 Update ‐ CK 6003‐1 
 

‐‐‐ Replies to this email will go to   ‐‐‐ 

Submitted on Monday, May 27, 2024 ‐ 15:45 

Submitted by user:   

Submitted values are: 

I have read and understand the above statements.: Yes 

I do not want my comments placed on a public agenda. They will be shared with members of Council 
through their online repository.: No 

I only want my comments shared with the Mayor or my Ward Councillor.: No 

Date: Monday, May 27, 2024 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of City Council 

First Name: Joanne 

Last Name: Blythe 

Phonetic spelling of first and/or last name:  

Phone Number :  

Email:  

I live outside of Saskatoon: No 

Saskatoon Address and Ward: 
Address:  Munroe Avenue South 
Ward: Ward 6 

Name of the organization or agency you are representing (if applicable): Wild About Saskatoon 
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What do you wish to do ?: Request to Speak 

If speaking will you be attending in person or remotely: Remotely 

What meeting do you wish to speak/submit comments ? (if known):: City Council May 29 

What agenda item do you wish to comment on ?: 10.1.1 Saskatoon Freeway Planning Study – Phase 2 
Endorsement Request  

Comments: 
Wild About Saskatoon urges City Council to vote No to the Functional Planning Study for Phase 2 of the proposed 
Saskatoon Freeway.  

Attachments: 

 Wild About Letter May 25.pdf132.24 KB 
 Naming Convention.docx872.97 KB 

Will you be submitting a video to be vetted prior to council meeting?: No 



 
 
 
 
May 25, 2024 

 

RE: Saskatoon City Council Meeting, May 29, 2024 Agenda Item 10.1.1 

Saskatoon Freeway Planning Study – Phase 2 Endorsement Request – May 2024 Update 

[TS2024-0205] 

 

Dear City Council, 

 

If you were hoping for a commitment from the province to protect the Northeast and Small 

Swales, the letter from Minister Carr must have come as a huge disappointment. 

 

Apart from a recitation of the inadequate mitigative measures proposed in the Functional 

Planning Study, this letter has very little to offer. Although the province is trying to nail down 

the route of the Freeway, all of the other proposed features are To Be Determined at the detailed 

design stage, following the process laid out in the Saskatchewan Supplement to the 

Transportation Association of Canada guidelines. This lack of confirmation is not reassuring, 

particularly considering that any project of this magnitude is likely to be undertaken as a Public-

Private Partnership, with a cost-conscious private owner driving decisions. 

 

We are also troubled by the failure of the Minister to guarantee that an Environmental 

Assessment would be held, however belatedly.1 It is not unheard of for government agencies to 

consider dividing projects on the scale of the Saskatoon Freeway into phases, in an attempt to 

avoid the Environmental Assessment Act. (See attachment.)  For example, the Regina Bypass, at 

that time the largest infrastructure project ever undertaken in this province, was deemed not to 

require an Environmental Assessment.2 

 

 

In essence, the letter from Minister Carr is asking you to put your faith in Business As Usual. But 

as Council has discovered from your own efforts to protect natural areas, established processes 

 
1 https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/saskatoon-freeway-environmental-review-1.5264960 
 
2 
http://saskbuilds.ca/projects/ReginaBypass/Project%20Agreement/The%20Regina%20Bypass%20Projec
t%20-%20Schedule%201%20-%20Appendix%201%20-
%20Ministry%20Permits%20Licences%20and%20Approvals%20(Execution%20Version).pdf) 
 
 



prioritize development over other critical values. Protecting the Swales takes creativity and 

commitment far beyond what is conveyed by Minister Carr's letter. We urge you to vote No to 

the Functional Planning Study for Phase 2 of the proposed Saskatoon Freeway.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Joanne Blythe, Andrea Carroll 

Abby Chicoine & Chad Hammond 

 

Wild about Saskatoon 

www.wildaboutsaskatoon.org 

hello@wildaboutsaskatoon.org 

 

 

 

 








