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From: Web NoReply
Sent: Monday, March 4, 2024 10:14 AM
To: City Council
Subject: Email - Communication - Meghan Michelson - Saskatoon Freeway Planning Study – Phase 2 

Endorsement - CK 6003-1
Attachments: SPC Transportation March 5 2024.pdf; Swale-Watchers-March-03-2024.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Categories: FILED

‐‐‐ Replies to this email will go to swalewatchers@gmail.com ‐‐‐ 

Submitted on Monday, March 4, 2024 ‐ 10:12 

Submitted by user:   

Submitted values are: 

I have read and understand the above statements.: Yes 

I do not want my comments placed on a public agenda. They will be shared with members of Council 
through their online repository.: No 

I only want my comments shared with the Mayor or my Ward Councillor.: No 

Date: Monday, March 04, 2024 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of City Council 

First Name: Meghan 

Last Name: Mickelson 

Email: swalewatchers@gmail.com 

I live outside of Saskatoon: No 

Saskatoon Address and Ward: 
Address:  2nd St E 
Ward: Ward 6 

Name of the organization or agency you are representing (if applicable): Swale Watchers 

What do you wish to do ?: Submit Comments 

What meeting do you wish to speak/submit comments ? (if known):: STANDING POLICY COMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION 
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What agenda item do you wish to comment on ?: 7.2.1 

Comments: 
Candace Savage is also requestion to Speak on behalf of the Swale Watchers, communication can go to 

 

Attachments: 

Will you be submitting a video to be vetted prior to council meeting?: No 
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Statement by Swale Watchers to SPC Transportation, March 5, 2024 
Speaker: Candace Savage 
 
I hope you have had a chance to review our position paper on this issue, which is in your meeting 
package. It concludes with two recommendations directed to City Council: 

1. We urge you not to endorse the Functional Planning Study for Phase 2 of the Saskatoon 
Freeway. 
 

2. We urge you to call on the Government of Saskatchewan to choose a route for the 
Saskatoon Freeway that does not intrude on the Swales and to guarantee that the project 
will be subject to a thorough, impartial Environmental Impact Assessment. 
 

Our position, including these recommendations, has been endorsed by the Saskatchewan 
Environmental Society, CPAWS Saskatchewan, Nature Saskatchewan, the Saskatoon Nature 
Society, Walking Saskatoon, Wild about Saskatoon, Climate Justice Saskatoon, the Saskatoon 
Climate Hub, Saskatoon Cycles, Saskatoon Unitarians, Living Sky Wildlife Rehabilitation, SOS 
Trees, Calling Lakes EcoMuseum, and the Friends of the Saskatoon Afforestation Areas Inc., as 
well as by the dozens of residents who have taken the time to write to you. 
 
A biodiversity hotspot is defined as an area that contains a high level of species diversity, many 
endemic species (plants and animals not found anywhere else in the world) and a significant 
number of threatened or endangered species. As the Biological Assessment completed by SNC 
Lavalin for the Ministry of Highways makes clear, the Swales completely fulfill this definition. 
These relatively small areas are home to hundreds of species, including –according to the SNC 
Lavalin Assessment–an astonishing 289 kinds of native plants alone. In the midst of this 
exuberant diversity, the Assessment documents the presence of more than four dozen Species of 
Conservation Concern (36 types of “wildlife” and 13 kinds of plants)--species so rare overall that 
their survival is at risk. Yet the Swales provide them with refuge. 
 
No thoughtful person would build a major freeway through ecosystems of this importance and 
productivity. Forward-looking decision-makers act to protect these kinds of miraculous – and 
vulnerable—places. They don’t toy with elaborate “mitigations” while continuing to inflict harm. 
As City Councillors you have shown us that you grasp the need to shield sensitive areas from 
high-impact developments. From your past decisions and from the intentions expressed in the 
Official Community Plan and other policies, it is clear that you have taken this understanding to 
heart.  
 
The engineers at the Ministry of Highways understand this, too. They aren’t proposing to send 
eight lanes of traffic through the Northeast Swale because they think this ideal or ten lanes 



through the Small Swale because they think that the diversity of life doesn’t matter. Instead, they 
seem to sincerely believe that they don’t have a choice. They have become captives of past 
decisions about where the Freeway should go and the one-and-only place to cross the river. 
Some of these decisions were made more than 20 years ago, and a lot has changed in the 
intervening decades. 
 
Turning the page on a project like this is not to be taken lightly. But it is telling that the 
documents provided by the Ministry of Highways are full of reminders about still-to-be-obtained 
data, ongoing monitoring, pending referrals, unanswered questions. A required, pre-construction 
referral to the Heritage Conservation Board is lacking. A hydrologist who reviewed the drainage 
plan for us spoke of a need for “obtaining a substantial amount of additional lidar topography” -- 
a need for “some hydrological modelling,” -- a need for “careful analysis of climate change 
scenarios.” The project is still at a relatively early stage. 

A Functional Plan is a decision-point in a long and expensive process. If we can see at this stage 
that the proposal is not optimal, this is the moment to say so. 
 
As Swale Watchers, we make no claim to being experts on economic forecasting. But we can’t 
help noticing that growth in our region is now centered around a tri-city area that includes 
Saskatoon and the RM of Corman Park, together with Martensville and Warman – the two fastest 
growing communities in the province. If the purpose of the Freeway is to support economic 
activity, a more northerly route for the Freeway, perhaps linking into other recent investments in 
highway infrastructure, might be advantageous for all partners. This would also have the benefit, 
from our point of view, of reducing pressure on the Northeast Swale and sparing the Small Swale 
from harm.  
 
Is this an alternative that the City and its partners have investigated? Perhaps your admin could 
do some digging on this question and report back to you.  
 
In summary, we believe there are compelling reasons to give this issue continued thought. Please 
do not endorse the Phase 2 report. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Meghan Mickelson 
Candace Savage 
Co-chairs 
Swale Watchers 
https://swalewatchers.org/ 
 
 
 



 

 
 




