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Janzen, Heather

From: City Council
Subject: FW: Email - Communication - Nicole Hein - Arts, Culture and Events Venues 2024-2025 Business Plan 

and Budget - CK 1700-1
Attachments: COS Payments to Prairieland for SaskTel Centre.pdf

From: Web NoReply <web‐noreply@Saskatoon.ca>  
Sent: Monday, November 27, 2023 4:35 PM 
To: City Council <City.Council@Saskatoon.ca> 
Subject: Email ‐ Communication ‐ Nicole Hein ‐ Arts, Culture and Events Venues 2024‐2025 Business Plan and Budget ‐ 
CK 1700‐1 
 

‐‐‐ Replies to this email will go to   ‐‐‐ 

Submitted on Monday, November 27, 2023 ‐ 16:17 

Submitted by user:   

Submitted values are: 

I have read and understand the above statements.: Yes 

I do not want my comments placed on a public agenda. They will be shared with members of Council 
through their online repository.: No 

I only want my comments shared with the Mayor or my Ward Councillor.: No 

Date: Monday, November 27, 2023 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of City Council 

Pronouns: She/her/hers 

First Name: Nicole 

Last Name: Hein 

Phone Number :  

Email:  

Address:  Ruth Street E 

Neighbourhood: Adelaide/Churchill 

City: Saskatoon 

Province: Saskatchewan 
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Postal Code:  

What do you wish to do ?: Submit Comments 

What meeting do you wish to speak/submit comments ? (if known):: City Council – Budget 

What agenda item do you wish to comment on ?: 6.3 Arts, Culture and Events Venues 2024-2025 Business Plan 
and Budget CCB2023-1111 GPC2023-0614 

Comments: 
Your Worship the Mayor and City Councillors,  
 
I am writing to express my concerns about the City's annual payments to Prairieland Park, which often reach over 
$300,000 for "SaskTel Centre Expenses."  
 
Prairieland Park is listed as a payee on two separate lines in the Public Accounts: "Saskatoon Prairieland Park" and 
"Prairieland Park"; the exact same entity, in two separate places in the Public Accounts, receiving two separate 
amounts. The "Prairieland Park" line shows that the City is paying this non-profit, non-tax-paying entity to work 
inside of a taxpayer facility – SaskTel Centre. 
 
That this entity unfairly competes with tax-paying businesses is bad enough, but the fact that the City of Saskatoon 
is actually paying this entity to offer services off-site at a taxpayer facility is an affront to the residents of Saskatoon. 
City Administration has told me that these payments are not related to any specific GL number, work order, or 
activity number. Does this money flow freely to SaskTel without any oversight? 
 
It may be argued that Prairieland is the only company with the resources to offer staff as a service; however, there 
are thousands of residents of Saskatoon who could easily fill the casual positions at SaskTel Centre, without the 
City having to pay money on top of the wages. 
 
I wish to ascertain the benefit of paying another convention centre – that competes with SaskTel for events – to offer 
services at a taxpayer facility. What makes SaskTel Centre so special? TCU Place doesn't get additional staff from 
Prairieland, do they?  
 
Additionally, I would like to express my concerns about what impact this will have on the future DEED if the City is 
already willing to pay the entity down the street for services at its own facility. I also believe that it is in the best 
interest of the residents of Saskatoon to understand how paying this non-tax-paying entity at a premium benefits the 
taxpayers and their interests now and into the future. 
 
Thank you for addressing this issue.  
 
Sincerely,  
Nicole Hein 

Attachments: 

 COS Payments to Prairieland for SaskTel Centre.pdf81.72 KB 

Will you be submitting a video to be vetted prior to council meeting?: No 






