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January 7, 2023 

 

8.3.1 Natural Areas Policy Framework. 

 

We look forward to reviewing the various tools described in this report when they become 

available later in the year. Saskatoon is far behind the curve when it comes to protecting natural 

areas, and these new policies and procedures can't come soon enough. Recently, we had an 

opportunity to speak with Catherine Shier, formerly the Senior Ecological Planner for the City of 

Edmonton (did you hear that—Senior Ecological Planner), now conservation coordinator with 

Edmonton's Valley Zoo. She was shocked to learn that the City of Saskatoon still does not have a 

bylaw or policy directive establishing its commitment to protect and enhance biodiversity.  

 

While we wait for the Natural Area Policy Framework to be fleshed out, the City's most 

important biodiversity hotspots—the Northeast and Small Swales—continue to be at risk. 

Remember the old saying about shutting the barn door after the horse has run away? The Swales 

are the best of what's left in this city, and we trust that they will be top of mind as the various 

aspects of the Framework are developed. How can the new tools guide and support the protection 

of these irreplaceable natural assets while we still have time? 
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