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Subject: 6.1.1 - Request to Speak - Zefram Downer - Facility Change Room Safety - File CK 100-26
Attachments: LETTER TO THE STANDING POLICY COMMITTEE ON PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY 

SERVICES .pdf; Action Project EFDT 486.pdf

From: Web NoReply <web‐noreply@Saskatoon.ca>  
Sent: Sunday, March 5, 2023 8:23 PM 
To: City Council <City.Council@Saskatoon.ca> 
Subject: Email ‐ Request to Speak ‐ Zefram Downer ‐ Facility Change Room Safety ‐ File CK 100‐26 

‐‐‐ Replies to this email will go to   ‐‐‐ 

Submitted on Sunday, March 5, 2023 ‐ 20:21 

Submitted by user:   

Submitted values are: 

I have read and understand the above statements.: Yes 

Date: Sunday, March 05, 2023 

To: His Worship the Mayor and Members of City Council 

Pronouns: They/them/theirs 

First Name: Zefram (Zeena) 

Last Name: Downer 

Phonetic spelling of first and/or last name: ZEE-nuh DOWN-er 

Phone Number :  

Email:  

Address: Clarence Avenue S 

City: Saskatoon 

Province: Saskatchewan 

Postal Code: S7J  

What do you wish to do ?: Request to Speak 

If speaking will you be attending in person or remotely: In person 
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What meeting do you wish to speak/submit comments ? (if known):: STANDING POLICY COMMITTEE ON 
PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

What agenda item do you wish to comment on ?: Facility Change Room Safety [CK 100-26] 

Comments: 
I would like to read LETTER TO THE STANDING POLICY COMMITTEE ON PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND 
COMMUNITY SERVICES that I am attaching. But, I am also attaching another document ACTION PROJECT EFDT 
486 that demonstrates the educational research that I have done on this topic with the inclusion of all of the 
materials that I included in my research. 

Will you be submitting a video to be vetted prior to council meeting?: No 

 



Good morning to the committee.

My name is Zeena Downer, I am a teacher candidate and a community member. We are here
today to discuss safety in accessing public change rooms and washrooms here in Saskatoon.

But, while these conversations are happening. We are also discussing a silent narrative. Whether
or not this committee views transgender people as active members of the community and active
members of Saskatoon.

I could share emotional stories about the anti-transgender harassment that me or my friends and
family have faced when accessing public spaces. But, sharing anecdotes from my daily life feels
misplaced.

Nonetheless, I have very strong emotions about this discussion. About the group who brought
this business forward to this committee - and about resolutions that might be made in the future
surrounding this issue.

For the past two months I have spent numerous hours researching these anti-transgender and
anti-drag performance protests that have been happening in Saskatoon. Most of which have been
organized by people in this room today. Here is some history that I would like to share. The
earliest public bathrooms in Canada were only for men. Women had to fight for the right to
access a bathroom in public in Canada. The Saskatchewan government protects transgender
people under categories of sex, rather than gender. And fights for the rights of transgender people
alongside the rights of cisgender people. In our legislation we are all viewed similarly. And
research demonstrates that the most vulnerable people in accessing public facilities like these, are
transgender youth who have restrictions to use, legislated against them.

I think that our next steps are not to segregate bathrooms and changerooms by sex. Or through
some arbitrary attributes that some people believe are only characteristics of transgender people.
I think that we are already practicing our way forward. We have built gender neutral washrooms
and change rooms. And we maintain our gendered washrooms and change rooms. We do not
need segregated changerooms for transgender people. And transgender people cannot rely on
family changerooms - as there are families that need access to these facilities possibly at the
same time as transgender people.

I think it would be best for the committee to recognize what is happening here. This is targeted
harassment on the part of the Buffalo Party. On behalf of Mark Friesen and those people who he
affiliates with. They are continuing to draw lines between themselves and people who are already
marginalized in the Saskatoon community.



Drag Story times are for families who either have transgender children or children belonging to
the 2SLGBTQIA+ community. Or for parents who belong to the 2SLGBTQIA+ community.
These are public events that are put on for families who feel out of place in the Saskatoon
community.

I remember on the first day of the protests outside of the Shaw centre. A member of our local
police told the group which was supporting equitable access to public amenities for transgender
and Queer people - that the people across from us were simply sharing opinions. But on their
signs they were calling us - a small group of 2SLGBTQIA+ youth, activists, and business owners
- Perverts along with a slew of other discriminatory names. There is a longstanding legacy of
hateful homophobic groups calling people who belong to the 2SLGBTQIA+ community
Perverts. Calling us sick and mentally ill. And that is all that I witnessed in these protests
organized by the Buffalo party.

They are attempting to stoke a flame that is not here in this room and that is being condemned in
the Saskatoon community. But that is definitely present and not contested online. Researching
these stories about these anti-trans and anti-drag performance protests - I have come across
numerous online comment sections and debate forums - where grown adults are discussing what
it is that they would do if they had the opportunity to prey upon a 2SLGBTQIA+ youth in a
public space. They discuss harming them. Hurting them until their bodies are unrecognizable.
They discuss killing them and erasing them from the community.

If these protests are not hateful and are purely about protecting hypothetical children. Why is it
that in all of the comment sections on articles related to these happenings, that adult persons are
sharing horrifying fantasies about harming a person who simply wishes to use a public facility in
peace.

I have a call to action for this committee to share with other committees. Call this what it is. And
condemn it. This is Harassment. Bullying. Hatred. Homophobia and Transphobia.

We cannot allow our community here in Saskatoon that is already hurt from struggling to deal
with a Pandemic, struggling to make ends meet financially, struggling to feed their families. To
also bear the weight of one hate groups gross political tactics.

This group may feel that it's "concerns" have grounding - because of the policies and legislation
that is currently being passed in the United States. But I would also ask this committee to address
that as well. And encourage other committees of the Saskatoon government to do the same. Call
out the policy making in the United States as unconstitutional. As hateful. Segregation is harmful
and hateful. And, comes from a very racist part of all countries histories.
Thank you for your time.


















