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When reviewing the 6-year pursuit activity breakdown, an overall decrease is noted. The years
2( 3-2018 averaged 158 pursuits, compared to 88 in 2019, and 96 in 2020. In 2021, there were
84| suits, a decrease of 46% compared to the 2016-2018 average of 158 pursuits, and a slight
decrease from 2020. Not captured in the above information were 87 incidents in 2021 where
officers it ate a vehicle stop for offences concerning a municipal bylaw, a provincial statute, or
reg tion where the suspect vehicle failed to stop, the officer disengaged, and no pursuit ensued.
Of 84 pursuits, either the officer involved or a supervisor terminated 61.

The engagement of an evade incident by the police requires a criminal code threshold had been
met. Examples include impaired drivers, stolen vehicles, and known operators wanted for
criminal code offences/warrants, and fleeing the scene of a criminal act. In all cases, however,
pursuits are to be aborted when the concern for the safety of the public, offender, or the police
exceeds the need to apprehend the suspected criminal. Pursuits can be self-terminated by the
originating officer or at the discretion of a supervisor.

The average 2021 pursuit time within the city marked a duration increase at 3 minutes and 32
seconds, compared with the 2020 incident time of 2 minutes and 59 seconds. The Air Support
Unit (ASU) assisted in 17 incidents for an average time of 25 minutes. Of note, ASU’s
assistance in the 17 incidents resulted in 25 arrests of suspects directly engaged in the incident.

A few in-town incidents pushed the overall evade duration time up, driven specific incidents
where officers were permitted to continue the evade activity beyond normal time parameters due
to slow speeds coupled with time of day and overall traffic conditions. It should be noted that
the majority of evade incidents are aborted due to public safety concerns (73%). The vast
amount of SPS officers show excellent judgment, not only with self-terminating incidents when
the need for apprehension is outweighed by safety concerns but in overall approach and tactics.

As a general rule, evade incidents leaving the city limits are aborted by the officers involved or
their supervisor, depending on the offence related circumstances. In the majority of incidents
leaving the city, ASU is engaged as the primary unit monitoring the suspect vehicle from a
distance, undetected. Patrol units on the ground are directed as required by ASU until the
suspect has stopped, or until the RCMP is in a position to assume responsibility for the incident.

There were 52 vehicles with reported damage resulting from an evade police incident, 33 of
which were damaged to suspect vehicles, generally limited to tire damage caused by tire

defl on devices that were used to safely conclude the incident. There were 17 incidents where
apc e vehicle was damaged, most of which were a result of a low-speed contact. Of note, five
occurrences were responsible for 14 of the 17 police vehicle damage reports. The occurrences
inclu d events where the suspect either rammed a police vehicle in an attempt to flee or drove
thr¢  h areas not st able for vehicle traffic. Unrelated civilian vehicles were damaged in two
incidents, at low speeds, parked, and unoccupied.

There was one injury reported in 2021 to a civilian. The event relates to a publicized occurrence
where four police vehicles were damaged. The lone subject stole two separate vehicles, one of
which was a cubed van. The cubed van ultimately struck a house in the 800 block of Ave S
North. An occupant in the basement suite suffered minor injuries when the kitchen cabinetry fell
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from the wall onto the resident after the house was struck. Further details of the event are listed
below in the SPS Media Rejease:

o Dangerous Driving/Fvade Police/Stolen Auto.
Seplember 21, 2021 12:47 PA

In addition to the injormation in the previous relzase, a second vehicle was involved
in this incident.

A the time he returned to the locativr where the first vekicle, a Ford Escape, was
stolen, the suspect abandoned that vehicle and way reporied fo have stolen g second
one. 4 GMC cube van was stolen and was the vehicle involved in the coliisions with
polive vehicles and the home.

elease 2021-3511
September 11, 2021 11:46 AM

A 27 vear old Saskatoon man is in cusiody following an incident in whickh the driver
af a stolen vehicle refused to stop for police.

Ar approximasely 7:40 p.m., September 20, 2621, Police received a report that a
vehicle had beepn stolen fram a business in the 2600 block of Avenue C North The
Ford Escape SUV was eguipped with GPS which allowed afficers to incate it
ariving near 33rd Strest and Junor Avenue. A fire deflation device was deployed
bug was not successfid. The stolen vehicle then made it's way to Confederation
Drive, while being driven erratically. The vehicle ther iraveled tv Clavicy Drive
before leaving the road and enterivg a park. It then iraveled on Fairlight Drive
where annther tire deflation device was used and was successful in disabling two
tires. The driver continued driving and made his way back to the location on
Averiue O where the vehicle was stelen from. It then left the location where o third
tire deftarion device was succesyfilly deployed. The suspect vekicle strack two
police vehicler and then a third before colliding with a house in the 800 block of
Avenus & Norih,

The suspect was found to be in possession of @ kesife and was brought into eustody,
He ks now facing charges of Posvession of Stolen Property, Assaulting a Police
Officer = 4, Damgerous Driving, Thefl, and breach of court conditions.

No one was seriously injured. [Occwrrence Number: 21 111782}

As vommented on earlier in this report, stolen vehicles continue fo be an aggravating factor in

evade polics incidents. A larger percentage of incidents involve a stolen vohicle, 4096 in 2021,
which is a decrease from 43% reporied in 2020. Anzually, SPS movides messaging and
education campaigns to the public, beusing on not leaving keys in velueles, or leaving vehicles
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