Subject: FW: Email - Communication - Sherry Tarasoff - Amendments to Council Policy C07-015, Reduced
Speed Zones for Schools - CK 5200-0
Attachments: regular_council_meeting_re_high_school_speed_zones.pdf

From: Web NoReply <web-noreply@Saskatoon.ca>

Sent: Monday, March 28, 2022 8:32 AM

To: City Council <City.Council@Saskatoon.ca>

Subject: Email - Communication - Sherry Tarasoff - Amendments to Council Policy C07-015, Reduced Speed Zones for
Schools - CK 5200-0

--- Replies to this email will go to_

Submitted on Monday, March 28, 2022 - 08:32
Submitted by user: Anonymous
Submitted values are:

Date Monday, March 28, 2022

To His Worship the Mayor and Members of City Council
First Name Sherry

Last Name Tarasoff

Phone Number

Email
Address Peterson Cres

City Saskatoon
Province Saskatchewan

Postal Code
Name of the organization or agency you are representing (if applicable)

Subject Agenda item 8.2.2 Amendments to Council Policy C07-015, Reduced Speed Zones for Schools

Meeting (if known) REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING OF CITY COUNCIL, March 28, 2022

Comments

| have attached a detailed document on my concerns about public engagement for speed limit zones around high
schools. To summarize, these are my questions:

Why will the school divisions will be consulted for the location and extent of each elementary zone while their request
for speed zones to remain at high schools (secondary schools) is ignored?

In the spirit of meaningful public engagement and the City’s commitment to build and maintain trust of community
members by clearly demonstrating that their voices are heard, please explain why high school zones will be changed to
school areas only (without a reduced speed limit) when relevant stakeholders advocated for the status quo.

Thank you,
Sherry Tarasoff
Attachments



Will you be submitting a video to be vetted prior to council meeting? No

The results of this submission may be viewed at:



In the discussion on speed limits, | was hopeful that reduced speed limits would be removed from around
high schools. After all, these are not children but young adults and they should understand road safety. |
was pleased to see that the recommendation to remove speed limits from high schools was approved at
the November 22, 2021 City Council meeting.

Then | saw the letters that were submitted to the SPC-Transportation meeting on March 7. Both the
Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools and the Saskatoon Public Schools want the high school speed limits to
remain as they are. These stakeholders were consulted at previous meetings and made it clear their
support of the status quo.

From the letter of Shane Skjerven, Director of Education, Saskatoon Public Schools

From the letter of Diane Boyko, Board of Education Chair, Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools

These provided letters also indicated that during the previous stakeholder meetings, the Saskatchewan
Health Authority advocated for the high school speed zones to remain as they are.

Two other submissions also supported the speed limits for high schools.

From the letter of Jessyca Bonilla, Early Childhood Educator, Saskatoon Early Childhood Education Demonstration Centre

From the letter of Allan Gibb
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https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=158358#page=2
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=158357#page=2
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=158356
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=158359

Both school divisions want high schools speed zones to remain as they are. The provided draft Council
Policy C07-015, Reduced Speed Zones for Schools, indicates that “the location and extent of each zone will
be determined by the Transportation and Construction Division based on the process outlined in the latest
edition of the Transportation Association of Canada’s School and Playground Areas and Zones: Guidelines
for Application and Implementation and in consultation with the appropriate school division.”

From the draft Council Policy C07-015, Reduced Speed Zones for Schools

From the Decision Report, Reqular Business Meeting of City Council, November 22, 2021

While pedestrians of high school age are typically better able to understand traffic and to control their
own movements, TAC does not indicate that school zones are unnecessary at high schools.

While the majority of respondents to the Speed Limit Review Surveys supported the removal of the speed
limits next to high schools (including me!), this is not supported by relevant stakeholders that were
consulted. If the survey results can be ignored for the preferences on times and days for school and
playground zones, | imagine that the survey results on high school speed limits can also be ignored.
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https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=158355
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=151611#page=6
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=151612#page=2

Quoting from the Community Engagement Strategy for the “Connecting Downtown in Saskatoon” project:

Other than mentioning that a stakeholder meeting occurred, there was no indication in the Decision
Report on the input from Saskatchewan Health Authority, Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools or
Saskatoon Public Schools. No indication of how their input was considered. No indication of how it
influenced the final decision.

Thank you,
Sherry Tarasoff
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https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=157656
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=151611#page=9
https://pub-saskatoon.escribemeetings.com/filestream.ashx?DocumentId=151611#page=9

MORE INFORMATION:

A 2019 report from the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority considers school zone speed limits for middle
and high schools.

From Lowering Speed Limits around Schools and Health: Evidence Review, Winnipeq Regional Health Authority Population and Public Health
Program, Fall 2019

Fort McMurray expanded 30 km/hr school zones to high schools in October 2020, based on
recommendations from the school divisions.

From the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo, October 2, 2020
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https://professionals.wrha.mb.ca/old/extranet/publichealth/files/SchoolSpeedLimitsandHealth.pdf
https://professionals.wrha.mb.ca/old/extranet/publichealth/files/SchoolSpeedLimitsandHealth.pdf
https://www.rmwb.ca/en/news/speed-limit-reductions-coming-for-roads-surrounding-high-schools.aspx

