
Appendix 4 

Transportation Association of Canada (TAC) School Zone Guidelines 

• The factors to be considered in the establishment of school zones are:
o School type (i.e. elementary school, middle high school, high school)
o Road classification
o Fencing characteristics
o Property line separation
o Location of school entrance
o Location of sidewalks

• School zones are generally discouraged along “walk-to-school routes” away from
the school vicinity, and on roadways where any of the following conditions exist:

o School is located on an arterial road or freeway;
o School grounds are fully fenced;
o School is located an appreciable distance (e.g. greater than 50 meters)

from an intersecting roadway;
o The candidate roadway does not have a school entrance; and
o The length of the school frontage is minimal (.e. less than 50 metres)

• The length of a school zone should generally be no less than 100 metres in an
urban environment.

• Where two schools are located adjacent to one another and both require school
zones, then it is suggested that a single zone be provided.

• Schools and playgrounds are frequently located adjacent to one another.  If a
school zone and a playground zone are necessary for adjacent sections of the
same roadway, a single zone should be provided.

• School zones are unnecessary at post-secondary institutions.

• For local roads in residential areas only, an “End School Zone” sign may be
provided. This should be considered where there is a greater risk of vehicles
accelerating to an unsafe speed at the end of the zone.
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