


Thank you for taking the time to review this submission.   My name is Angela Schmolke.  
I am the granddaughter of the late, and amazing, Melvin Vandale who passed away in 
July of 2020, I am the Great-Granddaughter of Harry Vandale, who passed away at the 
age of 58 after falling from the Queen Elizabeth Power Station while at work, and  I am 
the 2nd Great Granddaughter of William Vandale, an honorary lifetime member of the 
Saskatchewan Métis Association and one of the early leaders of the Saskatoon Métis 
Society in 1936.  William Vandal’s paternal line traces through French Canadian 
Voyageurs, back to early French settlers from Vernantes France in1627.   

I am writing on behalf of my family to formally ask the City of Saskatoon to consider 
renaming McPherson Avenue, to Vandale Avenue.  This document will offer a glimpse 
into the characters, experiences and contributions that my ancestors have made to 
preserve their culture, to protect our people, and to maintain their livelihoods.  It will 
depict their quiet leadership, and unrelenting resilience, while demonstrating historical 
connections to McPherson Avenue. 

Before I begin, I would like to share an image that depicts the Vandale Geneology, as 
far back as my 4th Great Grandfather, Pierre Vandale, and starting with my charasmatic, 
loving, Grandfather, the late Melvin Vandale.  As you can see from this tree, our family 
is connected to the Fagnant’s (also spelled Fyant), Grant’s, Boyer’s, Primeau’s, Gladu’s, 
Gariepy’s among other notable Metis families.  My Grandmother, Alice Vandal (nee 
Fyant) was the great-granddaughter of Cuthbert Grant Jr., who led the Métis to victory 
at Seven Oaks in 1816 and founded the Métis community Grantown (later St. François 
Xavier), Manitoba, in 1824. 



In early March, my Aunty Shelly Vandale started a petition after learning that  
researchers in Saskatoon had suggested that McPherson Avenue be changed, in light 
of the policies that the former Interior Minister to Prime Minister John A. MacDonald, 
David Lewis MacPherson had implemented.  MacPherson’s policies led to significant 
hardship, suffering, trauma and loss for Metis people.  Shelly, the daughter of Melvin 
Vandale and Wendy, her sister, told our family about this, and urged everyone to get 
involved in trying to have the street renamed after the Vandale’s.  I offered to help, and 
began to research the history of our family to a much greater degree than I had ever 
done before.  I am submitting this with immense pride, some sadness, and amazement 
as I reflect on and share how my family,  the Vandale’s fit into the history of not just 
Saskatoon, but of our country.   The Vandale’s were never motivated by titles, awards, 
or accolades and were often seen playing a supportive role to pave the way for other 
Metis leaders.  But they were incredible leaders, nonetheless.  They led through 
perseverance, love for others, and unrelenting committment to doing what they felt to 
be right.   

The Star Phoenix, CTV News, and Global News in March of 2021 provided coverage of 
concerns raised about the history of MacPherson, and a desire to encourage 
reconciliation by renaming McPherson Avenue.   According to a March 5th, 2021 article 
in the Star Phoenix, the street had been named after the former Interior Minister of 
John A. MacDondald, David Lewis MacPherson.  MacPherson established policy that 
has been described as “egregarious” colonial policy, policy that would directly impact 
the lives of my ancestors, along with the entire Metis population in our community and 
beyond.  Despite initial resistance, MacPherson pushed his policies forward and in 
doing so, played a role in the 1885 Resistance.   

The March 5th, 2021 Star Phoenix article, written by Alex MacPherson states the 
following:  

“According to historian Keith Carlson, temperance colony activist John Lake 
named the street in his honour after the politician intervened and stopped the 
surveying of long, narrow Metis river lots in the area 

Carlson, a Canada Research Chair in Indigenous history at the University of the 
Fraser Valley, said Lake initially took his request to the federal surveyor general, 
who declined, before turning to Macdonald. 

Macdonald passed the matter on to his interior minister, Carlson said, and the 
surveying underwent a significant change, leading Lake to write, “orders were 
telegraphed to them to lay (them) out in square sections.” 



“I then returned to the colony (and) found the survey of the town site 
progressing finely,” Lake wrote”. 

 Further in this article, The Star Phoenix goes on to quote well-respected Assistant 
Professor of History from the University of Saskatchewan, Cheryl Troupe:      

“Cheryl Troupe, an assistant professor of history at the University of 
Saskatchewan specializing in Indigenous history, said there is a rich history of 
First Nations and Metis people living in the area before they were ultimately 
forced to move. 

“I think naming that street after someone from that particular community would 
go a long way in acknowledging that history and that experience here,” she 
said”.  

The area that Troupe refers to is the Round Prairie area, where my 2nd Great- 
Grandfather William Vandale resided, before being driven out of the area due to 
participation in the Resistance in 1885.  He would return to the area in the early 1900’s 
after taking Scrip, an inherent Metis right, but a system designed for failure.  It was only 
with the failure of the scrip system that necessitated that Metis families take up 
Homesteads, leading William Vandal to apply for and obtained Homestead rights.  

In 2009, Troupe wrote a thesis titled, MÉTIS WOMEN: SOCIAL STRUCTURE, 
URBANIZATION AND POLITICAL ACTIVISM, 1850-1980.  Her thesis is fascinating 
and examines the relationships, land ownership and geneology of Metis families that 
occupied the Round Prairies area, as well as their migration away from the area and 
back after the Resistance of 1885.  It specifically mentions  William Vandale, my 2nd 
Great-Grandfather, as well as my 2nd Great Grandfather, Alice Vandale’s (nee Fyant) 
father, Jeremiah Fyant (also spelled Fagnant, Fayant, Fiant), who both held land near 
McPherson Avenue in the early 1900’s.    

Cheryl Troupe’s thesis indicates:  

“From a survey of homestead records, it also appears that William Vandale 
homesteaded as early as 1901 on SW 16-36-5-W3.33 At the time, this piece 
of land was at the southern edge of the city limits in the Nutana area”. 

Troupe goes on to say:   

“A survey of 1930s voters lists and Henderson’s Directories indicates that 
William Vandale was also living in Nutana 1934.39 As mentioned above, he 
was identified as homesteading on SW16-36-5-W3 in 1901.40 Therefore, 



sometime between 1901 and 1934, Vandale moved into the city. This is 
again evidence of the slow migration of Métis families to the city”. 

With respect to Jeremiah Fyant, Troupe states:   

“It also appears that Frederick Fayant has married into the Round Prairie 
families, as his wife was buried at Round Prairie prior to 1939.30 From a 
review of the 1906 Government of Canada Census, we see that both 
Alexander and Frederick are the children of Mrs. Jerome Fayant and that in 
1906 her family was already living Nutana.31 Sometime between 1906 and 
the 1930s, the Fayants moved from Nutana to the west side of the city. 
Other Métis families listed in the 1906. Census as having a post office 
address in Nutana included the family of William Latond. [sic], Joseph 
Belanger, Carbot Fyant, William Fyant [sic], Isidore Poronto [sic], and Reator 
Songory [sic].32  

When comparing land descriptions recorded in the census it appears that 
William Latond [sic], Joseph Belanger, Carbot Fyant [sic] and William Fyant 
resided close to one another on 36-35-5-W3, while Isidore Poronto [sic], 
Jerry Fyant, and Reator Songory [sic] resided on 28-35-5-W3”. 

Troupe’s research demonstrates that both of my Grandfather’s parents, maternal and 
paternal, lived in the area surrounding McPherson Avenue.  William’s Vandal’s home 
addresses would later be listed as 437 Taylor Street, and 1915 William Avenue and  
1510 4th Street.  All very close to McPherson Avenue.   

In an article in the Star Phoenix from March 2, 1945,  William Vandal is described as 
having been one of the Old Timers from the Exhibition area, where he lived and 
hunted prior to the arrival of settlers to the area.  He is also described as a lifetime, 
honorary member of the Metis Society of Saskatchewan.   

William Vandal was alongside Louis Riel during the Battle of Batoche.  The Star Phoenix 
Article states: 

William Vandale, 1915 William Avenue, who observed his 86th birthday on 
August 15th, was recently made an honorary life member of the Saskatchewan 
Metis Association.  He was born on the Red River and hunted buffalo around 
Saskatoon years before the white settler filed on the homestead which is now 



Exhibition Park.  Mr. Vandale was the oldest oldtimer at the Saskatoon Exhibition 
on Pioneer Day, 1937. At that time he lived in a tent near Exhibition Park.   

“Once,” he said, “I lived in a room in the summer-time but it choked me.” 

He was with Louis Riel in the rebellion of 1885 and was one of the four men who 
began the battle of Batoche when they held of Middleton’s soldiers, allowing 
the Metis to escape from Fish Creek.  He had often hunted over the plains in 
company with Gabriel Dumont. 
 
When war broke out in 1914, the old fellow, then nearly 60, told a recruiting 
officer he was 42 and got himself enlisted in the Western battalion.  Now one of 
his sons, Harry, is with the Canadian Army overseas and another, Albert, is 
training at Maple Creek.   
 
Twelve of Mr. Vandale’s grandsons are serving in Canada’s armed forces.  In the 
R.C.A.F. are George and Harry at Saskatoon, Clifford at Dafoe, Delmar at 
Macleod, Alberta, and Edward at Paulson Man. 

Jimmy, Billy and Bobby are over-seas with the Saskatoon Light Infantry, Michael 
is training at Maple Creek.  Bill Camponi is with the 1st Division, P.L.D.G., Recce. 
Roy and Mickey Birmingham are overseas with the R.C.A.S.C.  Mr. Vandale’s son, 
George was wounded while serving in the First Great War.” 

My Grandfather was animated, jovial and funny and I think his Grandfather may have 
had many of these same traits.  When I read this article, I picture William animatidely 
telling the Star Phoenix reporter about how the walls of a home once choked him in the 
summer and I laugh to myself.   But when I reflect on his life, I feel deeply saddened by 
what he endured.  

This article doesn’t mention the fact that William Vandal Sr., my 2nd Great-Grandfather, 
lost his son, William Alfred Vandale, my Great Uncle, in action on Feb 13, 1917 in a 
battlethat played a key part in the preparations for the Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

William Alfred Vandale is buried in the VILLERS STATION CEMETERY, VILLERS-AU-
BOIS.  A link to which is below.   

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/60407/
W%20A%20VANDALE/ 

https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/60407/W%20A%20VANDALE/
https://www.cwgc.org/find-records/find-war-dead/casualty-details/60407/W%20A%20VANDALE/


Jamees Howard Vandale son of William Sr. was in the 65th Battalion but transferred to 
the 46th Battalion.  His medal records show he served in France. He had eye problems 
and is listed as nearly blind in his left eye. 

His service file can be found here:  Click on B9900-S007 to download the file. 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-
records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=621187 

Albert John Vandale son of William Sr. was also in the 46th Battalion 
At one point he was running to a sniper's dugout and tripped which resulted in his rifle 
discharging and wounding his left hand.  He was brought up for court martial as this 
appear to the officers as a self-inflicted wound.  During the trial one of his fellow 
soldiers came forward with an eyewitness account that Albert had tripped on a 
communication wire in his haste to reach his post.  Albert was cleared of charges and 
returned to duty. 

The soldier who testified for Albert was named William Wallay service number 127467.  
William Wallay was killed in action on Oct. 26th 1917. 

Albert's service file can be found here:  Click on B9900-S006 to download the file. 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-
records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=621186 

In the book, Suicide Battalion, One Remarkable Battalion’s Journey Through the 
First World War, authors J.L. McWilliams and R. James Steel write about initiation of 
the soldiers of the 46th Batallion in September of 1916, as they were directed to raid 
the German army’s trenches.   

A soldier of the 46th Battalion, Private Jim Broomhead describes the fear of the 
soldiers as they waited for a signal to leave their trenches to raid the German trenches 
and the courage of one of the Vandale brothers.    

 “Some Officer gives us the signal, and over the top we go in single 
file.  The first one out is a huge French-Canadian Indian by the name of 
Vandale.  He was one of the bravest men I ever knew.  It ended up he was 
the first one of our fellows in the German trench.  Jimmy Jackson and 
myself being  snipers are the last out of  the trench.  We hardly got 

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=621187
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=621187
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=621186
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/personnel-records/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=621186


through the wire when all hell breaks loose.  Our own    
artillery had opened barrage on us!  The officer had sent us out too early 
shells  are crashing everywhere and the Germans are throwin up flares so 
it’s bright as day.  The din was tremendous.  I wasn’t even clear of our 
barbed wire when I see  that huge Vandale running back to our trench.  
That was enough for me!  I turns and gives a great running jump and 
comes crashing down on top of the officer who had sent us out early.”   

After receiving the command too early from the Commanding Officer, the soldiers 
would be ordered to return to the German trenches.  This raid would ultimately lead to 
the first prisoner being captured by the 46th Batallion.   

 There were over 40 Vandale’s from our family who fought for the rights of Metis 
people in 1885,  enlisted in the R.C.A.F. in WW1 and/or WW2, including my 2nd Great-
Grandfather, William who attempted to enlist after aging out of service.  I’ve included 
his service records in my submission.  I have wondered what it was, that led him to 
want to serve his country at his age and while we will never really know, I know that my 
ancestors were driven to do what was right, no matter the cost.   Based on his 
Attestation Paper, it would appear that he tried to enlist just weeks before two of his 
three sons would would sail to Britain.   

William Vandale Sr., my second Great-Grandfather attempted to enlist in the R.C.A.F to 
serve in WW1, long after agining out of service.  The Library Archives of Canada show 
him enlising on June 15, 1916 just as his sons were leaving to fight in the war.  The 
close proximity between when William Vandale Sr. enlisted, and the departure of his 
sons to France, which is documented   

The Vandale’s were never ones to seek accolades, and in many ways, this suggestion to 
change McPherson Avenue to Vandale Avenue may have gone against the grain of 
their cooperative nature.  However, in the context of fighting for what is right and just, 
this suggestion would fall very much in line with their good characters and values.   
What they did well was to quietly help others, and when we discussed this submission 
as a family, we felt that our ancestors would be okay with this if they knew that it was 
restoring something for the greater good, something for all Metis people.    

My 3rd Great-Grandfather, Jean-Baptiste was a Captain in Louis Riel’s Diazines and 
fought alongside Gabriel Dumont in the Battle of Batoche.  When Gabriel Dumont was 
grazed by a bullet to his skull, he gave Jean-Baptiste his famous rifle and urged him to 
continue fighting.  Jean-Baptiste would lose a son, Joseph (28), in battle, and a 
daughter Ann whose death is likely attributed to the conditions that Metis people were 



subject to during the Resistance.   Jean Baptiste would also lose nephew, Joseph 
Vandal, who was violently killed on the final day of the battle. The elder of the two 
Joseph Vandal’s had his home vandalized and burnt to the ground, while his wife was 
found by Gabriel Dumont, carrying her disabled daughter through the fields to escape 
to safety.  Joseph would also lose two Aunties.  Jean-Baptiste’s father, Pierre was one of 
the signatories and participated in meetings to address broken promises made by the 
Government of Canada to the Metis people dating back to the 1870’s.   

I’ve included a well-known picture of Metis prisoners, handcuffed together outside of 
the courthouse, many of whom were arrested and charged with treason.  Three of 
these men are my ancestors.  Jean Baptiste Vandal, his nephew, Pierre Vandal, and 
Pierre Gariepy,  Alice Vandale (nee Fyant’s) Grandfather (see family tree). 

At the time of this submission, our family was in the process of requesting Residential 
School records for William and Virgine Vandal’s children.  We know that their children 
did attend residential school but don’t know who attended, where they attended and 
for how long.  We believe that they may have attended St. Michael’s Residential School 
and that William’s young son, who is recorded as having died at a young age, may have 
died at St. Michael’s Residential school in the early 1900’s.  His name was Joseph 
Vandale, and listed in the deaths of Residential Schools is a Joseph Valdale, which we 
believe is actually William’s young son Joseph.  The suffering of our ancestors was not a 
topic of conversation, but the impact of their experiences was palpable and the fear, 
immense. My Grandfather, Melvin and his brothers Harry, Gordon, Lionel, Ernie were 
not to speak their native tongue, Mischif, and were discouraged from connecting with 
their Metis Culture by their mother, whose life we’ve only begun to explore, a life she 
lived and died keeping largely private from even her own family.But the boys found a 
way to connect with their culture and with our people.  They found their voice through 
music, and connection to their culture through service to Metis people.   

The truth of the character of the Vandale family lies not so much in their battles, and 
trauma, but in their resilience and their ability to find peace, and bring joy to others, 
and in their perserverance.   

My Grandfather, Melvin Vandale was an immensely talented musician, and Metis 
Fiddler.  He was know by many and loved and respected by all.  He was once 
nominated for a Saskatchewan Country Music Performer of the Year Award, for 
performances that infused connection to his Metis culture through his performances to 
his multi-cultured audiences.  He performed annually at Back to Batoche, Louis Riel 
Day, and at numerous other Indigenous Cultural Celebrations.  In 2008, he was humbly 



honored as Mr. Batoche, which was extremely fitting for Mel Vandale.…who also 
happened to be the 4th Great Grandson of Jean Baptiste Letendre, dit Batoche.  Mel 
was a leader in his workplace,  promoting healthy workplaces through leadership roles 
in his Union, perhaps a quiet tribute to his father who died as a result of a workplace 
injury while working for a Crown Corporation.  His brothers, Lionel, Gordon and Ernie 
were involved as founding members of the Saskatchewan Native Housing Corporation 
Ltd. which was incorporated in January of 1974 and were employed by the 
Saskatchewan Metis Association to support Metis people in our community. 

What makes our submission and our request both symbolic and sentimental is our 
families connections to McPherson Avenue.  Harry and Alice Vandal were one of the 
very first families to own a home on McPherson Avenue.  Their children and 
grandchildren have fond memories of McPherson Avenue.  Restoring the name to the 
name of a family like the Vandale’s would go a long way to healing wounds, and 
returning what has been taken.   

We have support for this submission from the coordinators of a petition that was 
started to change the street name to Arcand.  They have since amended their naming 
suggestion and concur with the suitability of Vandale as a replacement name for 
McPherson.  We wish to also state that our family wholeheartedly supports having a 
very prominent street named after John Arcand, in recognition of his significant 
contributions to the Metis community.   

Thank you for reviewing this request.  I am including a number of images and 
documents that tell the stories of my ancestors far better than I am able to.   My family 
has been anxiously contacting me regularly to find out about the status of this process 
so we await your response. 

Thank you for giving this submission your careful and heartfelt consideration of this 
submission.     

 



William Vandal Homestead (top), Jeremiah Fyant Land (bottom) 
See Figure 14 of Troupe’s thesis for another diagram.  



Harry Vandale - Obituary 1958



2535 McPherson Avenue - Initial Build 
Harry and Alice Vandal Family Home



2535 McPherson Avenue - Recent Picture - Former Vandale Family Home



2535 McPherson Avenue - Former Vandale Family Home
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