6 classes
1 group
140+ students

Goalg reached

Establish a positive communication Provide an opportunity for Demonstrate ways for

Vf channel between youth in the community connection and collaboration youth to be involved in
and the sustainability work that’s between students and sustainability issues locally.
happening at the municipal level. teachers who are interested in

sustainability.

Three eventexercises

') ENGAGING WITH
SUSTAINABILITY CONTENT

Prior to the Forum, a 30 minute presentation and Q&A
was done with every class to provide a background on
the planning and actions currently underway at City
Hall. The presentation was provided by a City
Councillor and a member of the Sustainability
Division.

strategic plans were individual level actions, structural
level actions or a combination of the two. Hoola hoops
were used to create an interactive concept map to help
organize student understanding of the actions within
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. Students determined whether actions from the
|
|
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! the strategic plan.

|

Students had the opportunity to add their own actions
within the themes of waste, public and active
transportation, climate change and youth leadership.
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@ COMMUNICATIONS

Students indicated their familiarity with the content of
recent public service announcements and provided
suggestions and recommendations on how to improve
communications with youth.

50/50 information

STUDENT INSIGHTS Make communications 0/ o action.
_ relevant to us and ) ) Reach ot
signpost explicitly why Use s.omal medla to 0 Schoofs
Use social media, we should care, communicate dl.rectly with AdVertis,'n
especially Instagram groups like things ¢o vo
and Youtube and pay for @climatejusticesaskatoon or uth,
sponsored ads. Well-designed graphics @fridaysforfuture and ask
- illustrationS,graPhS- them to share or repost. Host

more events.

Percentage of students who reported seeing the following City-issued PSAs:

City council votes Council sets BRT for 1st City council votes on City outlines 30-year
?7% on curbside Ave Downtown & 4?% waste and organics strategy for lowering

recycling service Broadway, approves funding with curbside greenhouse gas
active transportation program to launch in emissions.
network, but wants more 2023.

work on design.

stage was represented by students jumping once per
month.

CITY COUNCIL
Upon completion, students set their strings and
title of the body they represented down and
stepped back to analyze and discuss process
as a group.
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whalwe heard from youlk

I didn’t realize we can have a voice It’s useful to have organized We can engage as a group in individual
even though we don't vote. groups, like school clubs, so we level action (learning together).
can come together to share ideas
® The City can lead by example. and support one another. | think it’s important to individually
present initiatives for change to [the]
There should be more spaces for . We can organize events in our city in a thoughtful, organized, well

youth to connect to discuss community to show that we are supported manner (PowerPoint even : ) ).
environmental issues (e.g. school taking action.

clubs, youth climate council). We are surprised at how long the
# Kids teaching adults. municipal process is.

presentations to classes and the B Link youth to city hall.

’ I'd like to see more events and
public.

STUDENT INSIGHTS

Some of the barriers | experience when trying to engage with people about environmental issues are:

Different conflicting ideas/ways of The lack of planning within the People often feel attacked or afraid,
doing things/taking action. action plan. especially if their livelihood is rooted
in oil and gas, agriculture or farming.
Financial stand points they are Climate change denial/fear of People are dismissive and assume
concerned with. structural change. Often times it climate change advocators are extreme
becomes impossible to engage in a hippy tree huggers who are ignorant to
Peers my age are not interested. process with someone who is the science and demands for

unwilling to participate in non-renewable resources.

productive action.

Percentage of respondents who said focusing on environmental issues makes them feel:

ZO% Neutral 1‘7% Relieved to be Overwhelmed ﬂ?% Sad or down 20% A mix of
focusing on it or stressed emotions

A City Council Strategic Priority Event




